
Drugs & the 
Internet



Central questions 

● How has the psychedelic counterculture of the 60s informed the rise 

of personal computing?

● In what ways was early cyberspace a technological realization of the 

idea of a commune?

● How has the internet, in turn, shaped the remnants of the psychedelic 

movement of today?

2



3

We do not encourage the use of drugs. 
Nothing in this presentation is to be 

interpreted as incitement to the use of 
drugs (legal or illegal), nor as a claim that 
they have certain medical/psychological 

benefits. 



Computers over Time

“Throughout the 1960s, computers loomed as 
technologies of dehumanization, of centralized 
bureaucracy and the rationalization of social life, 
and, ultimately, of the Vietnam War. Yet, in the 
1990s, the same machines that had served as the 
defining devices of cold war technocracy emerged as 
the symbols of its transformation.”
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The 1960’s

?
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"Most of our generation scorned 
computers as the embodiment of 
centralized control"
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“How mass use of computers might go is not even slightly 
known as yet, except for obvious applications in the schools. 
One informative place to inquire is among the hackers, 
particularly at night when they're pursuing their own 
interests… Far beyond borrowing someone else's computer is 
having your own computer.”

- Stewart Brand, 1972
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“Turn on, tune in, drop out.”
- Timothy Leary, 1966
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“hundreds of computer technicians are effectively out of their 
bodies, locked in life-or-death space combat 
computer-projected onto cathode ray tube display screens”

“[computers are] outlaw country, where rules are not decree 
or routine so much as the starker demands of what’s 
possible.”

- Stewart Brand, 1972
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“How mass use of computers might go is not even slightly 
known as yet, except for obvious applications in the schools. 
One informative place to inquire is among the hackers, 
particularly at night when they're pursuing their own 
interests… Far beyond borrowing someone else's computer is 
having your own computer.”

- Stewart Brand, 1972

^The same year someone enters (and exits) Reed College ...



Steve
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Steve

"'You punched cards, put them in a big deck,' he said about 
the mainframe machines of that time. 'Steve took me over to 
the garage. He had a circuit board with a chip on it, a DuMont 
TV set, a Panasonic cassette tape deck and a keyboard. He 
said, 'This is an Apple computer.' I said, 'You've got to be 
joking.' I dismissed the whole idea.'"

Here's to the crazy ones. The misfits. The rebels. The 
troublemakers. The round pegs in the square holes. The ones 
who see things differently. They're not fond of rules. And 
they have no respect for the status quo.
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1985:
The Whole Earth ‘Lectronic Link
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JOHHHNN PERRRY BAAARLOW

1971: Starts writing lyrics for the Grateful 
Dead
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JOHHHNN PERRRY BAAARLOW
and the Electronic Frontier Foundation
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JOHHHNN PERRRY BAAARLOW
and the Electronic Frontier Foundation
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“Turn on, Tune in, Drop out”
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“Turn on, Boot up, Jack in”
“PC is the LSD of the 1990's”
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- Fred Turner
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- Jaron Lanier
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- TechCrunch
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Questions?
Thoughts?



Em. So what happened?
How did psychedelics become so vilified?
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“We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be 
either against the war or black, but by 
getting the public to associate the hippies 
with marijuana and blacks with heroin, 
and then criminalizing both heavily, we 
could disrupt those communities. We could 
arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break 
up their meetings, and vilify them night 
after night on the evening news. Did we 
know we were lying about the drugs? Of 
course we did.”

- John Erlrichman



Drugs and the Internet
Psychedelics in Today’s Internet
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Where did the commune go?
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Where did the commune go?

“TripSit is the only resource our users have 
to turn to for advice, support, and 
positivity. This advice and support can and 
has saved lives. TripSit provides an answer 
to these draconian views and attitudes 
towards drug use. We save lives where they 
will not.”
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So where are we headed?

So where are we headed?



“
Thank you all!
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