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THE GOOD OLD DAYS“ ”

• Far-right extremist groups in America 
and Europe romanticize the crusades.

• Based on several misconceptions of 
the Middle Ages:

– Europe was a racially homogenous 
“white Christian ethno-state”

– The Crusades were a response to 
Muslim aggression 

– Protected Europe and Christianity 
from the spread of Islam 



HORRIBLE HISTORY

• 18th and 19th century European medievalists 
used Middle Ages to promote nationalism

• Thomas Percy

– Book of “medieval” poems

– English, Germans, Nordics part of “Gothic” 
race

• “Racial purity” by tracing lineage to Middle 
Ages

• Racial superiority due to global conquests

• Drang Nach Osten to Lebensraum

• European vs. Other – prominent in literature



REPURPOSING THE 
CRUSADES
• 9/11 and ‘crusade’ rhetoric

• The internet allowed for rapid spread of ideas

• Popularization of Middle Ages in media

– Crusades (especially Templars)

– Vikings

• Alt-right forums begin using Crusader 
imagery to fuel Islamophobia and anti-
Semitism

– Muslims are trying to conquer Europe 

– Immigration, ‘love jihad’

– “Gates of Vienna”

– Crusade in response, just like old times
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FROM MEMES TO MURDER

• Anders Breivik – 2011 Norway attacks

• Emailed manifesto before setting off 
bomb

• Call for ‘counter-jihad’

• Battle of Vienna – Independence Day 
of Europe

• Claimed to be a Templar

– 15-80 “Justiciar Knights” in Europe

– Fight “Islamic Suppression”

– Codename Sigurd

– Mentored by Richard



FROM MEMES TO MURDER

• Brenton Tarrant – 2019 New Zealand 
shootings

• Weapons painted with references to conflicts 
involving Muslims and Christians

• Manifesto:  “The Great Replacement”

• Mentions white genocide, refers to Breivik

• Quotes Pope Urban II multiple times
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THE NEW FACE OF 
EXTREMISM• Domestic terrorism and “Inspiration Confusion”

• FBI Director Chris Wray:
– “A lot of these are people who are about the violence first and are 

looking for an excuse second—as opposed to the traditional terrorist 
organizations where somebody gets increasingly committed to a cause 
with a level of zealotry that is striking and then eventually goes from 
radicalization to mobilization. Here you get somebody who just 
wants to hurt people and is trying to figure out what the most 
inspiring excuse is.”

• Al Jazeera - “Pop Culture Medievalism”

• Racists looking to hurt Muslims find perfect excuse in the 
Crusades

• Fueled by widespread availability of Crusader imagery and its use 
in alt-right forums
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